 IIMC Institute for Indian Mother and Child

Application Form

IIMC is a non-profit, Non Government Organization (NGO) based in the rural districts south of Kolkata in the state of West Bengal. Its activities, all managed by local volunteers, include 22 schools which have been built and school over 2000 children, (mostly there through child sponsorship); the child sponsorship programme; 5 rural health outreach clinics which see over 50,000 patients each year; a micro credit lending programme to give poor people a start in business; a disabled children’s respite centre ;  and a women’s empowerment and peace project. 
For more information go to www.iimcmissioncal.org and to www.projectforpeople.org/volontariato/inglese/india.htm- look at ‘read me before applying’ for lots of practical info and what to expect.
This is an application form to take part in an Australian initiative at IIMC. It will involve a group of approx 4 Australian students going to work in Kolkata (Calcutta) for IIMC, for 1 month, in December 2009, January 2010 0r February 2010. Prior to going, the group will develop a series of health lessons based on primary health issues, to be formalised into teaching materials to take over with them. 
They will then be responsible for (a) instituting these lessons to mothers and children in village settings and schools and (b) working with health workers on the same topics. There will be an opportunity to work in the rural health clinics providing basic health care. The main focus will be on teaching health, which differentiates the main aim of this project from that of most medical volunteers there, whose focus is only on basic clinic care. 
Conditions are harsh and the people are poor, yet as a medical student you have a chance to leave something very valuable behind, especially in the form of health education. 

Please fill in the application form below and return by email to iimcaus@gmail.com by the 

 1st June 2009.

Surname:    

First Name:    

Date of birth:    
Gender:   

Address:    

University:    

Email:    
Phone number:   
 
Are you a student? If so which year? :   

Professional qualifications:   

(Out of Dec/Jan/Feb):

First choice period:    
Second choice period:    
Third period:    











Describe your general interests and extra-curricular activities:    
Why are you applying? Explain your motivation. What do you expect to experience? Which benefits and risks do you see?    

Describe briefly your curriculum and skills. If you are a medical student specify if you are a clinical or preclinical student and the expected date of graduation. Please realize that first and second year medical students are highly appreciated and will receive good consideration. 

Have you helped/supported the Calcutta Village Project/ IFMSA activities/ other developing world causes or public health/ social justice issues in Australia? Describe your activities. 

In Calcutta the success of the project will depend largely on your motivation and on taking the initiative. Do you see yourself as someone who takes the initiative? Give examples.
Teaching experience is not essential, however if you have any experience of teaching (formal or informal, any ages) please describe, including techniques that you have found effective.
Have you previously taken yourself out of your ‘comfort zone’? Give examples. 

PTO

If selected, would you be willing to take on any of the following roles (there may be more than one person in each role):
· Coordinating the group- liaising with the IIMC coordinator in Australia and with staff in India, creating a timeline with the group of activities and aims, notifying group members of meetings and so on. Has to be willing to take on a fair amount of responsibility for the group.

· Resources- responsible for getting the resources that the group comes up with from ideas (discussed in meetings) to materials (eg printed equipment like books/ posters, demonstration equipment for teaching), and so on. 

· Secretary- takes minutes of the meetings, liaises with coordinator to print agendas for meetings,  and keeps track of funds

· Fundraising- in charge of the group fundraising project (last years focus was funds for an ultrasound machine which is now being used in IIMC’s maternity centre) including any events put on, activities organised etc

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please explain in detail how you decided to apply for this project? (Internet? Local Committee of IFMSA? a friend who has already been in Calcutta?) Are you planning to go with someone who has already been in Calcutta? 
Do you smoke cigarettes? Anything else relevant you’d like to mention?   
